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Home ownership [back] 
on the agenda
A proposed Palm Island Home Ownership 
Scheme has been developed by the Council, in 
collaboration with the Queensland Government, 
to take Palm Island residents closer again to 
owning their own home.
Up to 300 homes, owned by 

Council, could be made available 

for resi-dents to buy over the 

next ten years through a 99-year 

home ownership lease under the 

scheme.

The government said they would 

work in partnership with the 

communi-ty and council on the 

scheme, identifying legislative 

barriers, and op-tions to address 

them, and ensuring that the 

scheme would be sustaina-ble.

Local MP Scott Stewart said he 

was excited.

“I have spoken extensively with 

Palm Island Aboriginal Shire 

Council about this plan for a 

number of years and advocated 

extensively, so I’m extremely 

excited to see it happening,” he 

said.

“This is an important first step 

which will give people on Palm 

Island a chance to have their own 

home.

“We will continue to work 

directly with the council and the 

broader community on making this 

happen.

“Home ownership gives people 

pride of place in where they live 

which is why this work is so 

important.”            CONTINUES...
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In 2014 Mayor Alf Lacey told the ABC his parents and grandparents had 
lived in rental accommodation most of their lives.
“‘I think it gives local families 

security, and I think that’s what 

the important thing is about it, 

that you’re not relying on a rental 

system for the rest of your life, 

that you have the opportunity to 

say who comes onto your property 

and who doesn’t come onto your 

property, like any other homeowners 

in the state or if not in the 

country,” he said at the time.

Council CEO Michael Bissell 

said they had worked very hard 

for many years advocating for a 

community-led proposal. 

“While it won’t be for everyone, 

through our long and deep 

community engagement, we know 

there is very high demand for 

private home ownership on Palm 

Island,” he said. 

“We are cautiously optimistic 

that the Government will deliver 

this time, there have been many 

false dawns in the past. 

“While Minister Stewart came 

across to make the announcement 

with the Mayor, we have not been 

given any details of what was 

approved by Cabinet. 

Home ownership [back] on the agenda
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“If, for example, they have 

approved our proposal in full then 

we can make this happen quickly 

for community, but if they’re 

saying they’re going to work with 

us to make it happen and focus on 

legislative changes, then it is not 

the outcome we’d hoped for. 

“We’ve designed a rent-to-buy 

scheme, as exists on the mainland, 

because the legislation says 

you need a ‘lump sum, up front 

payment’, to purchase an existing 

home on a lot under a 99-year 

lease  – the same type as exists 

in the ACT. 

“People can’t comply with the 

law as no bank or lender will make 

the funding available, as there 

isn’t a housing market, like there is 

everywhere else, to recover costs 

if there is a default. 

“The rent-to-buy scheme fixes 

this, but it is considered a ‘loan’, 

and any Council in Queensland 

requires the approval of the 

Treasurer to make a loan. 

“To make private home ownership 

possible on Palm Island, we need 

the Treasurer to approve our 

proposal, ie the ability for Council 

to make a loan, in full or on a case 

by case basis. 

“The legislative barriers have been 

there for some time, and should 

be amended in future to make it 

clearer and easier for anyone living 

in a remote Indigenous community 

in Queensland, but for now it 

wasn’t critical to progressing the 

Palm Island proposal.”

Mr Stewart visited the island last 

week and said he would work on 

those barriers with the government 

and Council. MORE PICS NEXT PAGE
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Operating Hours for Palm Island Council are Monday–Friday 8am – 5pm
If you have any questions please contact Reception on 4770 1177 or 4770 0200
Palm Island Aboriginal Shire Council has 5,400 ‘followers’ on Facebook!!!

The Palm Island Voice is published *weekly if we have paid advertising, or otherwise fortnightly by the 
Palm Island Aboriginal Shire Council. For advertising rates and/or more information contact the Editor 
on 0419 656 277 or at howeschowes@gmail.com  Members of the Palm Island community and local 
organisations are welcome to submit birthdays, community information, pics, yarns and letters to the 
Editor, Christine Howes. You can also follow us on Facebook! We have 2,900 ‘likes’ and more than 3,000 
followers! The Palm Island Voice is free and online at http://www.chowes.com.au
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